Epstein-Barr virus and nasopharyngeal carcinoma: is there an etiologic relationship?
Antibody titers to all the Epstein-Barr virus (EBV)-related antigens were significant elevated (P less than 0.001) in patients with nasopharyngeal carcinoma (NPC) compared with those of controls. EBV, early antigen, and anti-diffuse titers of Chinese-American and black patients with NPC were higher than those of white patients with NPC. Epstein-Barr viral capsid antigen antibody titers were elevated in white patients with squamous cell carcinoma of the pharynx, regardless of subsite. These results raise doubts about the specificity of the association between EBV and NPC.